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JULY  TRIP  TO  BOTANIC  GARDEN  AND  STRAWBERRY  CANYON 

On  July  26th  twenty-five  members  and  guests,  including  a Scout  Leader 
and  three  Scouts,  went  on  the  field  to  the  Botanic  Gardens  and  Strawberry 
Canyons.  Fuchsias  and  Honeysuckles  were  in  good  bloom  and  Thistles  well 
into  the  seed  stage.  Many  Allen  and  Anna  Hummingbirds  were  feeding  from 
the  flowers.  A large  number  of  Finches  were  harvesting  Thistle  seeds.  Young 
Finches  and  Juncos  presented  problems  in  identification  which  was  very  in- 
teresting. Although  the  season  was  late  for  bird  calls,  the  Western  Fly- 
catchers, Western  Wood  Pewee  and  Olive-sided  Flycatchers  were  still  to  be 
heard.  The  Olive-sided  Flycatchers  called  from  low  perches  so  they  were  seen 
at  close  range. 

The  following  34  species  were  observed;  Cooper’s  and  Red-tailed  Hawk, 
Merlin,  California  Quail,  Mourning  Dove,  Anna’s  and  Allen’s  Hummingbird, 
Red-shafted  Flicker,  Western  and  Olive-sided  Flycatcher,  Western  Wood  Pewee, 
Steller’s  and  Scrub  Jay,  Chesnut-backed  Chickadee,  Plain  Titmouse,  Common 
Bushtit,  Red-breasted  Nuthatch,  Wrentit,  Bewick’s  Wren,  Robin,  Swainson’s 
Thrush,  Hutton’s  and  Warbling  Vireo,  Wilson’s  Warbler,  House  Sparrow,  Black- 
headed Grosbeak,  House  Finch,  Pine  Siskin,  American  and  Lesser  Goldfinch, 
Rufous-sided  and  Brown  Towhee,  Oregon  Junco,  Song  Sparrow. 

— Harold  G.  Peterson,  Leader  and  Historian 

EGRET  ISLAND  BECOMES  AUDUBON  SANCTUARY 

Egret  Island,  a ten  acre  tract  in  Lake  Butler,  Orange  County,  has  become 
a wildlife  sanctuary  of  the  Florida  Audubon  Society,  under  a dedication  to  the 
society  executed  by  Chase  Groves,  Inc.,  of  Sanford  and  by  the  Trustees  of  the 
Internal  Improvement  Fund  of  the  State  of  Florida.  This  dedication  is  one 
step  in  the  restoration  of  the  spectacular  wading  birds  of  Florida,  many  of  which 
have  declined  drastically  in  recent  years  from  drought,  drainage  and  develop- 
ment. As  a part  of  the  restoration  program,  the  Society  has  been  taking  inven- 
tory of  wading  birds  resources,  especially  the  present  breeding  rookeries  of 
American  Egert  and  Wood  Ibis,  the  two  species  which  seem  to  have  shown  the 
greatest  decrease.  Members  of  the  committee  have  explored  the  Lake  Butler 
area  by  canoe  and  from  the  air  and  discovered  that  the  interior  of  this  island 
harbored  one  of  the  finest  breeding  colonies  of  American  Egret  in  Florida,  as 
well  as,  a scattering  of  other  wading  birds,  including  White  Ibis. 
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In  commenting  on  this  action,  Randall  Chase  said,  We  are  indeed  glad 
to  have  this  island  placed  under  the  supervision  of  the  Society.  We  are  inter- 
ested in  maintaining  the  beauty  of  Florida  as  represented  by  its  unique  wading 
birds  and  we  want  to  see  this  fine  Egret  rookery  protected  and  studied.  We 
should  know  more  of  the  feeding  habits  and  distribution  of  both  the  Egrets  and 
the  Ibises,  for  they  may  well  be  an  important  and  beneficial  factor  in  the  agri- 
culture and  the  fisheries  of  the  region.” 

Egret  Island  will  be  posted  to  prevent  any  disturbance  of  the  nesting  birds 
during  the  breeding  season.  It  is  planned  to  study  the  flight  lines  of  these  birds  to 
determine  the  location  of  fcding  and  roosting  areas  which  may  be  in  the 
vicinity  or  many  miles  away.  Experiments  may  be  started  to  determine  the 
influence  of  these  birds  on  agricultural  practices  of  the  section  especially  re- 
lative to  land  and  water  fertility  and  the  control  of  crop  diseases  and  insects. 

— The  Florida  Naturalist. 


CONSERVATION 

It  is  with  a good  deal  of  pride  that  I say  that  the  most  outstanding  ex- 
perience of  a recent  trip  around  the  United  States  was  a visit  to  the  Audubon 
Wildlife  Sanctuary  in  Corkscrew  Swamp  in  Florida.  Indeed,  we  may  all  feel 
proud  that  we  are  members  of  an  organization  which  has  done  so  much  to 
set  aside  wild  life  areas  of  biological  importance.  The  significant  factor  is  that 
the  purchase  and  maintenance  of  such  areas  is  possible  only  because  a great 
number  of  people  are  willing  to  dig  down  in  their  own  pockets  and  donate 
the  money  in  large  and  small  amounts  to  support  and  extend  this  wonderful 
program.  I am  impressed  more  and  more  with  the  great  need  for  private 
citizens  to  assume  the  financial  support  of  such  important  conservation  activities. 

When  matters  are  left  to  city,  state  and  national  agencies,  commissions 
or  boards  of  supervisors,  too  often,  the  wishes  of  the  people  are  by-passed  and 
we  witness  what  took  place  last  month  in  San  Francisco,  when  the  Green  Belt 
plan  was  turned  down  by  the  Recreation  and  Park  Commission.  This  regrettable 
action  was  taken  in  direct  opposition  to  the  requests  of  many  organizations 
of  which  ours  was  one,  as  well  as,  individual  requests  that  the  Green  Belt  plan 
be  adopted. 

— Gladys  Smith,  Conservation  Chairman 

KEY  DEER  NEEDS  FURTHER  PROTECTION 

There  is  encouragement  for  those  who  sought  to  prevent  extermination 
of  the  rare  and  diminutive  Key  Deer  of  Florida,  according  to  a recent  release 
of  the  National  Wildlife  Federation,  for  since  1947  under  better  protection,  the 
herd  has  increased  from  fifty  to  one  hundred  individuals.  Highway  mortality  is 
now  responsible  for  principal  Key  Deer  losses.  At  one  time,  fires  and  free- 
roaming  dogs  presented  the  greatest  problem.  The  Fish  and  Wildlife  Service 
believes  there  is  an  immediate  need  for  a refuge  in  public  ownership  in  which 
at  least  a nucleus  of  these  animals  will  be  safeguarded  under  all  possible  adver- 
sities. — The  Florida  Naturalist 

FIELD  NOTES — On  July  22,  Louise  Abbot  and  Natalie  Mestechin  saw  a 
Common  Loon  i n breeding  plumage,  on  Lake  Merced,  west  shore.  This 
Loon  could  be  seen  daily  through  July.  He  would  swim  near  the  shore  then 
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clamber  up  on  a small  mound  and  lie  down  there  lor  hours,  in  full  view.  There 
were  several  Loons  on  the  lake  at  the  same  time  but  only  one  in  full  plumage 
He  was  not  seen  in  August. 

frank  Egerton,  Mattamuskeet  N.  Wildlife  Refuge,  reported  having  seen 
Suri  Scoters  on  the  Kings  River  near  Cedar  Grove  in  Kings  Canyon  National 
Park,  California,  last  August.  His  observation  was  printed  in  the  July,  1958, 
edition  of  / he  G ////  and  at  that  time  he  reported  that  the  Scoters  were  females. 
He  now  writes,  'Since  I wrote  you  I have  had  a chance  to  examine  museum 
specimens  of  this  species  and  I find  that  the  birds  were  in  immature  rather 
than  female  plumage.” 

Observation  of  Lewis  Woodpeckers — The  Lewis  Woodpecker,  although 
not  uncommon,  is  of  rather  sporadic  nature,  occuring  in  numbers  which  fluc- 
tuate from  year  to  year  in  a given  locality.  In  my  experience,  most  observers 
can  count  themselves  lucky  if  they  see  six  or  eight  of  these  birds  in  a day  and 
often  only  one  or  two  may  be  seen  in  an  area  they  are  known  to  inhabit. 

On  August  23,  Mr.  Lynn  Farrar  and  I were  birding  in  the  Arroyo  Mocho 
some  twenty  miles  west  of  Livermore.  Seeing  Lewis  Woodpeckers  flying,  we 
stopped  the  car  and  were  able  to  count  twenty-seven  in  sight  at  one  time.  The 
birds  were  drifting  in  a loose  flock  which  covered  quite  an  expanse  of  sky  and 
we  felt  that  were  it  not  for  the  Digger  Pines  and  Blue  Oaks,  which  covered 
the  surrounding  hills,  still  more  birds  would  have  been  included.  The  birds 
were  widely  spaced  and  appeared  to  be  feeding  on  flying  insects  as  they  moved 
in  a south-easterly  direction. 

The  Distribution  of  the  Birds  of  California  by  Grinnell  and  Miller  men- 
tions the  "definite  migratory  movements  have  been  witnessed."  (C.  F.  Smith, 
Condor,  43,  1941:76;  Adams,  Condor,  43,  1941:119)  No  doubt  it  was  a 
movement  of  this  sort  that  we  observed. — Harry  C.  Adamson 


NEW  MEMBERS 

We  welcome  the  following  new  members  to  the  Golden  Gate  Audubon 
Society:  from  Berkeley,  Miss  Marjorie  B.  Bonthrone,  Mr.  Fred  Nord;  from 
Concord,  Mrs.  Myla  Austin;  from  Lafayette,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  J.  P.  Marchant; 
from  Palo  Alto.  Mrs.  Brysis  Buchanan;  from  San  Francisco,  Dr.  Lucile  Eising, 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  George  Wahrburg. 

— Roberta  Long,  Membership  Chairman 

ANNOUNCEMENT — Send  your  name  to  the  National  Audubon  Society, 
2426  Bancroft  Way,  Berkeley  4,  California  if  you  want  to  be  on  the  priority 
list  for  the  Audubon  Convention,  Asilomar,  Pacific  Grove,  California,  March 
22,  23  24.  Roger  Tory  Peterson  will  be  the  main  speaker.  Send  no  money  now. 


GOLDEN  GATE  AUDUBON  SOCIETY 
SANCTUARY  AND  MEMORIAL  FUND 


IN  MEMORY  OF 

Mr.  Charles  H.  Brown 


GIFT  OF 

Mrs.  Effie  M.  Brooks 


Contributions  to  this  fund,  which  are  tax  deductable,  should  be  sent  to 
Dr.  Albert  Boles,  Sanctuary  and  Memorial  Fund  Chairman,  854  Longridge 
Road,  Oakland  10,  California 
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OCTOBER  MEETING 

The  489th  meeting  of  the  Golden  Gate  Audubon  Society  will  be  held 
Thursday,  October  9,  at  7:30  p.m.  in  the  Assembly  Room  of  the  Main  Library 
in  San  Francisco,  Larkin  Street  at  McAllister.  (No.  5 bus  on  Market  Street) 
The  speaker  will  be  our  own  Gladys  Smith,  Mrs.  Charles  H.  Smith,  ardent 
conservationist,  excellent  speaker  and  photographer.  She  will  tell  of  her  very 
recent  trip  to  the  East  Coast.  She  visited  several  wildlife  sanctuaries  and  has 
many  beautiful  pictures.  Gladys  has  spoken  twice  to  Audubon  Camp  and 
to  us  twice.  This  meeting  will  be  a most  delightful  event.  Bring  friends. 
NOTE:  A no-host  dinner  at  the  Whitcomb  Hotel,  1231  Market  Street  (near 
the  library)  will  precede  the  meeting.  Mrs.  Pearl  Chase,  Executive  Secretary 
of  the  California  Conservation  Council  will  be  the  guest  of  honor  at  the  dinner. 
Everyone  welcome.  Be  there  at  5:30  p.m. 

— Bonnie  Smith,  Program  Chairman 

FIELD  TRIPS  FOR  OCTOBER 

On  Sunday,  October  12,  to  TOMALES  STATE  PARK  and  vicinity.  Land, 
shore  and  water  birds  are  plentiful  in  this  area,  at  this  time.  The  varied  habi- 
tat of  fresh  and  salt  water  marshes,  open  fields,  shoreline,  open  water  and  wood- 
ed areas  attracts  many  species.  Many  birds  will  be  migrating.  Meet  on  State 
Route  1 at  Point  Reyes  Station,  near  the  hotel,  at  9:15  a.m.  Bring  binoculars, 
telescope,  lunch  and  interested  friends.  Leaders:  Lee  Stallcup,  LO  9-3185,  and 
Mrs.  G.  S.  Miller 

On  Saturday,  October  25,  to  ST.  MARY’S  COLLEGE  and  vicinity.  Meet 
at  9 a.m.,  at  the  front  entrance  (drive  in)  to  the  college  one  mile  northeast  of 
Moraga.  The  pond  has  probably  produced  more  exiting  species  than  any  other 
area  of  its  size  in  the  bay  area.  This  is  a favorite  spot  for  all  local  birding 
groups.  The  oak-laurel-madrone  woods  border  on  open  grass  and  sparce  oaks, 
habitat  for  a great  variety  of  land  birds.  Bring  binoculars,  telescope,  lunch  and 
interested  friends. 

Leader:  Marie  Mans,  TH  8-5186 

(Note:  This  is  a change  from  Knowland  State  Park  announced  in  the  April 
Gull.)  — Harold  G.  Peterson,  Field  Trips  Chairman 

GOLDEN  GATE  AUDUBON  SOCIETY,  INC. 

Established  January  25,  1917 
A Branch  of  the  National  Audubon  Society  since..  1948 

President Paul  F.  Covel — 2860  Delaware  Street,  Oakland  2,  KE  6-4120 

Vice  President Howard  L.  Cogswell Box  9486,  Mills  College,  Oakland  13,  NE  6-1573 

Vice  President  and 

Membership  Chairman. Mrs.  Roberta  J.  Long 45  Clarendon  Avenue,  San  Francisco  14,  LO  4-7767 

Treasurer Miss  Margaret  J.  Milwain 6926  Sayre  Drive,  Oakland  II,  OL  8-4656 

Recording  Secretary Miss  Patricia  Triggs _ 230  Arch  St.,  San  Francisco,  DE  3-5592 

Corresponding  Secretary Mrs.  Glenn  E.  Hoover .4488  Reinhardt  Drive,  Oakland  19,  AN  1-3313 

Director — A D.  Williams 73  Hazelwood,  San  Francisco,  JU  7-5934 

Director Mrs.  George  C.  Browne 2435  Ivy  Drive,  Oakland  6,  TW  3-5469 

Director Carl  Fox 616  The  Alameda,  Berkeley,  LA  5-7000 

Distribution  Chairman Miss  Alice  Leet  1050  Spruce  Street,  Berkeley  7,  LA  4-2488 

Editor Mrs.  Lucile  Smith 1512  Grand  Avenue,  Piedmont  II,  OL  4-2335 

Field  Trips  Editor Mrs.  Virginia  Thompson, 22501  Bayview  Ave.,  Hayward,  LU  1-1501 

Field  Trips  Chairman ,.__Harold  Peterson 3548  - 65th  Ave.,  Oakland  5,  LO  8-7534 

Program  Chairman Mrs.  Bonnie  Smith 555  Dewey  Blvd.,  San  Francisco  16,  OV  1-7635 

Claims  for  missing  numbers  of  THE  GULL  should  be  sent  to  the  Distribution  Chairman.  Changes 
of  address  should  be  sent  to  the  Membership  Chairman. 

Monthly  meetings  second  Thursday,  7:30  p.m.  Joint  Membership,  Local  and  National,  $5.00  per 
year,  includes  AUDUBON  MAGAZINE  and  THE  GULL.  Subscription  to  THE  GULL  separately,  $1.00 
per  year. 

Visit  the  Pacific  Coast  Office  of  the  NATIONAL  AUDUBON  SOCIETY  — 2426  Bancroft  Way 

Berkeley  4,  California  — TH  8-4042 
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